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Fish Fry Listing
Lenten Fish/Seafood

See more great places 
to enjoy a Fish Fry 

The Great Foodini
2564 Academy Street

Ransomville
716-791-4400

Available Thurs.-Sat. 
(While supplies last)

Fresh Beer Battered Haddock,
 Panko Fried, Foodini Fried, Baked, 

Cajun Baked, Greek Baked, 
Lemon Pepper Baked 

& Panko Baked

Top Notch Removal Rated Number ONE 
In Junk RemovalWe remove all unwanted junk 

and debris from houses, garages, 
sheds, yards, commercial buildings, 

storage units, warehouses.

We also tear-down and remove 
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools, 
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Top Notch 
Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE

topnotchremoval@gmail.com

535 Division St. Twin City Highway 

OPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM 

SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR 
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

themarketinthesquare.com

Current plans show truck traf-
fi c entering the facility through 
a gated driveway near the inter-
section of Packard and Lockport 
roads, near Broda Machine Co.

Employees, meanwhile, would 
enter the facility from Lockport 
Road. Three entrances, according 
to the plan, would lead to the fi ve-
story facility that will rise more 
than 100 feet at its tallest point.

These entrances, representa-
tives said, would feature a wid-
ened Lockport Road and traffi c 
signals, required to help usher 
in a large number of employees 
coming from each direction.

How many? Amazon said the 
facility would employ about 1,000 
people. And they’d combine to staff 
the facility in two different shifts.

It will result in signifi cantly in-
creased traffi c fl ow, if approved, 
company offi cials acknowledged.

Councilman Richard A. Sirianni 
spoke the longest and asked the 
most questions during the work 
session Wednesday, both prais-

ing the benefi ts he sees as possi-
bilities with the project, and ques-
tioning the traffi c impacts.

Sirianni said there weren’t 
enough fi nancial positives for 
town residents who wouldn’t be 
positively impacted by the facil-
ity’s creation discussed leading 
up to Wednesday’s session.

Amazon’s Facility 
in a Nutshell

What the Town of Niagara is 
considering in the latest step to 
bring the Amazon distribution 
center to the town, is the site plan 
proposal and any necessary vari-
ances needed to make the project 
possible.

Currently, Amazon’s project 
would see the facility built on a 
216-acre parcel of land currently 
being used in farming.

Michael Finan, associate princi-
pal for engineering fi rm Langan, 
told councilmen the acreage in-
cludes a fl ood plain across much 
of the southwestern portion of 
the property, which would likely 
remain untouched. Current plans 

show a gas line running through 
the area, but Finan said an effort 
is being made to relocate that to 
avoid a costly permit.

Though the property in ques-
tion is not exactly a square, it is 
roughly bordered by Lockport 
Road to the north, Tuscarora 
Road to the east, Halsey Road to 
the west and the air reserve sta-
tion to the south.

Amazon’s facility would be built 
closer to Lockport Road.

If built, the facility would have 
55 loading docks, 414 trailer park-
ing stalls, 469 total trailer loca-
tions and 1,755 car parking stalls 
– including 16 motorcycle park-
ing spaces – for vehicles.

Other features will be a water 
tank, stormwater management 
basins and improvements, ac-
cessory site driveways, lighting, 
landscaping and signage, accord-
ing to details provided by Langan 
in a State Environmental Quality 
Review assessment.

Finan said stormwater run-
off typically fl ows from north to 

south on the property now. The 
project wouldn’t change this natu-
ral fl ow, he added.

Inside the facility, there will be 
fi ve fl oors, offi cials said. Much 
of the space will be devoted to 
storing products shipped into the 
facility, including sorting equip-
ment. It would serve as a fi rst-
mile fulfi llment center, according 
to Maura Kennedy, economic de-
velopment manager for Amazon.

So, Kennedy said, there won’t 
be any blue, Amazon-branded 
trucks leaving the facility for de-
livery. Instead, products would 
be received, sorted and stored. 
After purchase, a product may be 
then shipped to a fulfi llment cen-
ter, where it would then be boxed 
and loaded onto the now-familiar 
delivery vehicles.

An Alternative Idea
Sirianni prefaced his question 

to Amazon offi cials with a state-
ment about not being afraid to 
ask questions, even if the answers 
seem obvious.

He then questioned whether it 

could be possible to get an exit and 
entrance built on Lockport Road 
from Interstate 190 to help allevi-
ate what is expected to be heavy 
truck traffi c on Packard Road.

Those trucks, Amazon offi cials 
said, would be coming from the 
highway and going toward the 
same highway upon departing 
the facility.

At certain times of the day, it 
could be a nightmare, he feared.

The answer he received: It’s 
not part of the plan right now, 
and would require a number of 
additional approvals from extra 
entities, including the New York 
State Thruway Authority, which 
owns the interstate.

But, the Amazon offi cials said, 
it’s something that could be con-
sidered as a long-term option if 
traffi c is adversely affected once 
the facility is up and running.

That would take roughly 18 to 
24 months from its approval.

Town offi cials are set to meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at Niagara 
Town Hall, 7105 Lockport Road.

AMAZON DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE

NT Neighborhood Watch

David ‘Bozo’ Matecki is 2022 Dyngus Day Parade grand marshal
The North Tonawanda Neigh-

borhood Watch announced this 
year’s Dyngus Day parade will 
be led by grand marshal David 
“Bozo” Matecki. While discuss-
ing potential candidates, the 
committee said it was important 
to “fi nd an individual who truly 
encapsulates the spirit of Dyn-
gus Day. After a great deal of de-
liberation, there was really only 
one person who fi t the bill, and 
his name is ‘Bozo.’ ”

Born July 26, 1937, at DeGraff 
Memorial Hospital, “Bozo” is 
a lifelong resident of the Lum-
ber City. Growing up on Sixth 
Avenue, he and his six siblings 
were raised by his Polish-Amer-
ican parents and grandparents. 
Family has always played an 
integral part in “Bozo’s” life, 
and it certainly still does. Along 
with his wife of almost 60 years, 
Judy, “Boze” (as his many close 
friends call him) resides only a 
few blocks from his childhood 
home. He has three children, 
nine grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren – with one 
more on the way.

“Bozo” attended Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Church (OLC) pri-
mary school until transferring to 
North Tonawanda High. There, 
he and close friend, Edy Johns, 
would go on to become sectional 
champions in men’s doubles ten-
nis. 

After 50 years of employment 

at Glidden Tools, “Boze” is now 
happily retired and enjoys spend-
ing much of his time with family 
and friends, attending sporting 
events around the country with 
the Gratwick Athletic Club, and 
working part-time at Deerwood 
Golf Course. 

If you’re looking for “Bozo” 
and can’t fi nd him at home with 
family or hosing down carts at 
the golf course, you will likely 
fi nd him at the Third Ward So-
cial Club, one of the last remain-
ing Polish American hangouts 
in the area. Joining the club in 
1955 – only eight years after its 
establishment – “Bozo” is cur-
rently one of the longest-stand-
ing members (and undoubtedly 
one of the most loved).

Parade organizers said, “The 
fact that he is so well-liked should 
come as no surprise, and can be 
corroborated by anyone that 
knows, or has met ‘Bozo’ even 
once – and there are many. With 
his friendly, loving, easy-going 
demeanor and ability to strike a 
conversation with anyone, any-
where, he’s simply a hard person 
not to want to be around.” 

When asked to give some in-
sight on what life was like, grow-
ing up on the Avenues, “Bozo” 
said life was good, and it was a 
simpler time. His family never 
owned a car, as the bus went 
everywhere. They were able to 
do all their shopping on Oliver 
Street, as well as attend church 
at OLC and socialize at bars like 

Topolski’s where they would fre-
quently go to dance.

Organizers added, “One of the 
reasons for starting our Dyngus 
Day celebration was to bring at-
tention and life back to an area 
that holds immense cultural sig-
nifi cance in our city. We believe 
‘Bozo’ perfectly represents the 
history and culture of the com-
munity, and are excited to have 
him leading this year’s parade.”

The NT Neighborhood 

Watch’s second annual Dyngus 
Day Parade will be held Monday, 
April 18. The parade begins at 5 
p.m. An after-party with live mu-
sic, food and drinks will be host-
ed by Sweeney Hose Fire Co. at 
Heritage Park.

Groups or organizations that 
wish to march in the parade can 
sign-up at www.NTwatch.org.

Easter Bunny 
meet-and-greet in NT
The Chamber of Commerce 

of the Tonawandas and North 
Tonawanda Neighborhood Watch 
have partnered up to offer a spe-
cial meet-and-greet with the Eas-
ter Bunny. He is shown at right.

This pre-Easter happening 
event will take place from 4-6 p.m. 
Friday, April 15, at the chamber 
offi ce, 254 Sweeney St., North 
Tonawanda.

Residents are welcome to stop 
by and say hello. For more infor-
mation, call 716-692-5120.

Lewiston Kiwanis 
Easter egg hunt

The Kiwanis Club of Lewiston 
announced its fi rst John Coulter 
Memorial Easter Egg Hunt would 
take place at noon, Saturday at 
Kiwanis Park. This event is open 
to children in the following age 
groups: 0-3, 4-5, 6-8 and 9-11. 

Visitors are asked to start as-
sembling after 11 a.m. Children 
will search for eggs and candy 
on the fi eld while their parents 
watch on the sidelines. They are 
welcome to gather as much candy 
as they can. A prize of one egg per 
child will be offered.

IN THE NEWS

David “Bozo” Matecki (Submitted photo)

Continued from Page 1
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